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, ; 13 have of late 3 thrown 
"ik out in che Calprani yt! Mpx, iurioutly refleching 
upon my character and political, conduct with regard to the City , 


Elections, render an apology 1 for the preſent publication unnecelafy,, " 
I am ſenſible, however, it is no caſy matter for a man in my fitua- 


tion to exculpate himſelf in the eyes of the prejudiced, when the tide 


of political popularity runs high againſt him: But as I cannot ac- 


cuſe myſelf of having deviated in the ſmalleſt degree from the patlis 4 
of honour, either by breach of promiſe, etre. ath Fer- 


ſuaded the candid, inſtead. of eenſuring, will approve my conduct: 
when they attend to a few facts, winch L beg leave to lay befone 
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| Wirn ern. to che rige a of vo pr l political conte L Herd 
ſay nothing. One of the Magiſtrates has already given the Public 
a very particular account of it : But as for my. own ſentiments, 1 
muſt acknowledge, that when I firſt heard of an oppoſition upon 
the independent plan that was then ſaid to be in agitation, I deter- 
mined to ſupport it as far as lay within the ſphere of my abilities. 


The preſent Alt of the borough, reſpecting the ſhortening of the 
leets, has been long and juſtly complained of; and I was happy 


to hear, that a ſet of Gentlemen, uninfluenced and di/mterefted, were 
intended to be brought into Council, who would exert themſelves 


to get it altered by Act of Parliament. With this view, I refolyed 
to ſapport the preſent Chief Magiſtrate, as ] perſuaded myſelf ſuch, | 
a plan 1 * en and executed, without interfering 1 in the 
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ſmalleſt degree with the intereſt of our preſent Repreſentative in 
Parliament. „ | 


Tang Public will be at no loſs to ręcollect, that the UN 11 ED Ix- 
CORPORATIONS of Mary's CHAPEL (one of which I have the ho- 
nour to repreſent in Council) Hacted entirely upon the ſame prin- 
ciples, when they publicly declared their regard for, and adherence 
to Sir Laurence Dundas, at the ſame time that they expreſſed their 
approbation of Mr Stodart's meaſures, whom they then ſuppoſed 
to be friendly to his intereſt, by inſerting a declaration to that pur- 
poſe in the CALEDONIAN MERCURY of Wedneſday the 11th curt. 


I APPEAL then to any man of candour,—I appeal to my conſti- 
; tuents, by a majority of whoſe voices the ſaid reſolution was pub- 
Aua liſhed, —nay, I may appeal to my Lord Provoſt, and even to Mr 
* = Brodic himſelf, whether I could have acted otherways than I have 


tereſt, it was determined if poſſible ro turn all his friends out of 
„ Council; and inſtead of putting the Council upon a reſpectable in- 
"$4 Karr dependent footing, we were to be more abject tools of the Great than 
ever, by inliſting under the banners of a ſet of Gentlemen, whoſe 
tyrannical principles the Public are already judges of, from the pe- 
cimen given in the late propoſal for the CowcaTE BriDGe.—lI am 
ſenſible it may be alledged that Mr Stodart's plan, as well as the 
*  zafluence under which he acted, was pretty well known before the 


ſonally, in his own compting-room, That“ Lord H n was 
* engaged with him; who (he added) could d much more for me 
khan the other party could, or had hitherto done.“ To this I 


22 yea only replied, “ That J hoped I thould need no favour from either 
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leets were ſhortened : But although reports of this kind were e vg Hes „% a Fee 
miſed, I bad no certainty of their authenticity till he told me per- paces Gcli v | 


vob AU ee” es. . 
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ü e ee e infls a Ss letter, That I was 
Sara Arm -Av. | 
| mined; hn ENS = muſt be 
under the influence of Jas 8 


| 2 the intereſt of. the g 


under the influence of their different . than that both 


5 much power. 


oppoſite plan, I could not, conſiſtently with my own ſentiments, or 
thoſe of my conſtituents, act other ways than I did. 
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determined to ſupport the preſent declared friends of Sir Laurence; 
xp ahhough an independent. 
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City and County were under the ſame influence, as it is always dan- 
gerous to truſt even the moſt nn * with too 
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Ir may ſtill be urged, perhaps, that the election of a Conveencr 4 
was not a point of ſuch material conſequence, either to the one party 464 
or the other, as to juſtify a deviation from promiſe, or even the y- {Kul ont 
pcarance of it, on my part. To this I need only anſwer, That as I Ae uu 
had all along determined to ſupport Sir Laurence's intereſt, and he 2 
never came under any promiſe or engagement but to. fuch as profefled hu 
to be his friends, they alone can with juſtice be accuſed of dupli- = 
city and diſingenuity who made ſuch profefſions, while they had con- Mt a ö 
trary purpoſes in view: And as Mr Macpherſon had all along con of „ 
tinued firm to Sir Laurence's intereſt, and it was now evident that - Hort 
Meſſ. Stodart, Brodie, and their other adherents, - were purſuing an / Mod | 


* nl WL 
* A copy of this letter I demanded of Mr Brodie this morning, who poſitively refuſed 2 
to give it to me, — no doubt from a conſcious ſenſe of its operating in my faddur. His | 


candbur in this inſtance can only be equalled by a late ſimilar piece of conduct, when he pro- * i. 7. 5 ; 


pagated reports equally falſe and 1 injurious to my character; Fro authenticate which, he had 
the aſſurance to borrow the name of a worthy Baronet, to whom I am under the higheſt 
obligations, and from whom J have a letter in my poſſeſſion, 5 refe ** wy having Klee Oo 
ever talled to Mr Brodie upon the ſubject. + my. | 
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"Hap I been pub, of that diſingenuity and duplicity of conduct 
| J0 with which I have been calumniated, I might. very eaſily have 
| {ſerved Mr Macpherſon, and prevented all the crnel and unjuſtifiable. 5 
. ſteps that have been taken to deprive me of my vote, by acting as x 644 "We Pages | 
— one of their own N ade adherents has done, who pretended to be 142. your) dE 4 
Mr Macpherſon” s friend, till the evening before the election, when . 
| 2 2 40 he deſerted the diet bro bes # lenor. n TIEN nid ) on e T : 1 
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2 4 4. Wien regard to my 10nd Prev Gs k- 's 110 Peres towar ref . 2 dane 
me, I ſhall ſay nothing. The candid part of the, Public will judge, . rene. uu N 
whether it was conſiſtent with the dignity of the, Cu sr NAG = bat. 9844 . 
STRATE of the MgTROPOL 1s of ScoTLAND to commence en e, 7 4 kia 
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ket, after a writ of liberation was legally 0 obtained, hc 80 de - 45 ; 
> | 99s 110 * 7 | | 
To ſuch of the 3 of the e een, as have thought ce neal tet 
proper to animadvert upon my political conduct, and liave joined 4 <8 
others in unjuſtly and cruelly calumniating my character, pF ſhall. 
only ſay, That a- different conduct might have been —_— ram / 
them. The principles of private friendſhip, upon which our 1 
cicty is founded, ought to have dictated to them a. very different mt 
line of action, and have inclined them to lend; for. the preſent, "WW | 
deaf ear to every application againſt one (eſpecially i in his abſence}  * .: ;* 
whoſe conduct, ſince he had the honour of being admitted into 8 
their number, has been conſtantly and uniformly directed by the „ | 

ſtricteſt rules of Honour, Integrity, and Decorum. TC: ; uu, g © cab 
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Peek benen, i: 


Sept. 24. I77 


